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WAIKATO HELPER NUMBERS GROW 
 
The number of people being deployed to Christchurch through the Waikato Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Group is growing. 
 
As of this morning, 18 staff were on the ground in Christchurch. Another five are in the process 
of deploying while two more are confirmed to deploy later on. 
 
Approximately another 140 volunteers are on standby to deploy. 
 
The vast bulk of the staff who have deployed or who may deploy through Waikato Civil Defence 
are council staff. 
 
Meanwhile, any Christchurch people who have self-evacuated to the Waikato after the 
earthquake are being advised to contact Work and Income for a welfare needs assessment. 
 
They can make contact through the Government’s helpline 0800 779 997 or visit a local Work 
and Income service centre in the Waikato. 
 
Group controller Chris McLay said it was important people coming to the region got the support 
they needed. 
 
“We are also keen to have a clear picture of the numbers who have come to our region to stay 
with family and friends, or in other accommodation.” 
 
At this stage no evacuees have been sent to the Waikato through official channels, other than 
three medical evacuees and 30 disabled clients who have been placed with current care 
providers. 
 
Any family members or friends who have accompanied sick, injured or disabled people could 
also contact a local Work and Income service centre for a welfare needs assessment, Mr McLay 
said. 
 
Mr McLay reiterated that new centralised national arrangements were in place for people 
wanting to make offers of free accommodation to those needing to leave Christchurch following 
the earthquake. 
 



Waikato people wanting to make such offers can now call 0800 435 700 or visit 
www.housinghelp.govt.nz. 
 
Waikato Civil Defence is currently assessing how it will respond to any requests to take official 
evacuees from Christchurch. 
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